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Focus on the Ma

Time Warner Cable and Aﬂinlty Bank Present

History Is Now:

Portraits by Donna Granata
September 21, 2008 through January 12, 2009
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza Galleries

Artist's Reception

Sunday, September 21, 4 to 6 p.m. - Fred Kavli Theatre

Interview with Donna Granata
Sunday, October 12, 7 to 9 p.m. - Scherr Forum Theatre

Catalog signing to follow interview with Donna Granata October 12
Free parking provided for each event

History Is Now features selections from the Focus on the Masters Portrait Series
by FOTM Founder Donna Granata September 21, 2008 through January
12, 2009. This unique photographic exhibition captures more than likenesses;
her lens reaches to the soul of each artist. From the cutting-edge work of young
Ojai artist Cassandra C. Jones to the emotionally charged abstracts of revered
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master artist Gerd Koch, these portraits vividly demonstrate the depth and
breadth of Ventura County's arts community. A select number of original
artworks by the documented artists also will be on display. The public is invited
to join Donna Granata, members of FOTM and many of the artists documented
for a reception on Sunday September 21 from 4 to 6 p.m. in celebration of
our rich and diverse cultural community.

On Sunday, October 12, in the Janet and Ray Scherr Forum Theater, Ms.
Granata, much admired for her penetrating interviews of artists, will herself be
the object of interest as Mary Galbraith, FOTM staff member, visits with her.
Rarely interviewed, Ms. Granata will discuss her own development as an artist
and historian, and the growth of Focus on the Masters, drawing on her many
friendships with artists in our community. "The lives and works of Ventura
County artists have great relevance to all of us, young and old, artists and non-
artist. Artists teach us to see the world with refreshed vision, they force us to ask
questions about society, they console us and even enrage us. But, above all, they
engage us and remind us of our own role in the world," comments Ms. Granata. A
catalog accompanies the exhibit and will be available for signing following the
October 12 interview.

Focus on the Masters, is a non-profit arts appreciation organization that
documents, preserves and presents the works and lives of accomplished Ventura
County artists, emphasizing the importance of the arts in a healthy society. The
FOTM's ever growing archive contains extensive files for over 1,200 artists that
include photographic portraits, oral histories, video biographies, visual
references, written materials and various ephemera. Artists selected for
documentation are widely respected by their peers and have made a substantial
contribution to the development of our cultural community. Donna Granata will
be conducting personal tours of the exhibition by appointment with priority given
to youth groups. To book a tour, email preferred time and dates to FOTM at
Support@FocusOnTheMasters.com. To learn more about FOTM log on to
www.FocusOnTheMasters.com or call 805.653.2501. To view a sample of the
Focus on the Masters Portrait Series log on to http://
www.focusonthemasters.com/galle allery_artists.html .

This exhibition is made possible by: Time Warner Cable, Cumulus Media,
Affinity Bank, City of Ventura Cultural Affairs Division Artists Fellowship,
Museum of Ventura County Forum of the Arts Endowment, Alliance for the Arts,
Jessica & Stanley Prescott Trust, Mary Ackerman, Specialty Color Services,
Peterson Graphic Design, andwebgall.com, Tim Oglesbee Productions,
Technology Development Center, Titus Paul Gallery & Framing, Sheeler Moving
& Storage Cal -T 189673, Barbara Meister & Family, USA Architects & Engineers,
Dr. Norma Beck, and by loyal and generous supporters of Focus on the Masters.
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For a complete list of supporters to date please visit http://
www.focusonthemasters.com/events/special_info.html .
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